Wickford Design Guidelines Steering Committee Minutes
August 20, 2018

1. Call to order
· The meeting began at 5:30 PM. Steering committee members Natalie Coletta, Gail Hallock Cyr, Peter Galster and Linda Piedra were present. Planning Department Director Nicole LaFontaine was present. The project attorney Mark Hadden was present. 
2. Review of and recommendations regarding draft town ordinances pertaining to the administration of the Brown Street, Wickford Village Design Standards & Guidelines and other ordinances, and the scope of review of the Wickford Village Design Review Committee
· The Committee led the meeting and noted that the main topic of discussion pertained to the language contained within the draft ordinances in advance of the August 21, 2018 Planning Commission meeting. The Committee reviewed the language within the draft ordinances. The Committee discussed the details pertaining to the appeals process in the overlay district ordinance. The Committee inquired about the fee schedule and what the anticipated costs would be for substantial projects.   
· The Committee noted that the draft ordinances were shared and reviewed with the WPC and WEDAB in advance of the August 21, 2018 Planning Commission meeting. Generally, each of those boards were supportive of the ordinances. 
· The Committee discussed its letter addressed to the Planning Commission in support of the draft ordinances that support the design guidelines. A motion was made by Gail Hallock Cyr, seconded by Natalie Coletta, to reconsider its recommendation regarding the membership of the review body who would administer the guidelines. That motion passed unanimously. The letter was changed to recommend including an additional member of the public, beyond those same members who serve the HDC, who owns property within the overlay district participate as a design review committee member, for a total of six members.  
· The Committee revisited building height as part of its recommendations to the Planning Commission. Committee re-emphasized its opinion that the scale of the Town Hall Annex should act as an indicator of appropriate village scale, regardless of how the current or future building height regulations are applied along Brown Street. 
· A motion was made by Natalie Coletta, seconded by Linda Piedra, to approve the amended the letter addressed to the Planning Commission as discussed. The motion carried unanimously. 
· Staff announced that the next meeting of the Planning Commission would be held on August 21, 2018. Staff mentioned that the letter from the Committee in support of the design guidelines ordinances would be shared with the Commission in advance of that meeting. Gail Hallock Cyr volunteered to speak on behalf of the Committee at that meeting. 
3. Public comments
· George Brennan inquired about appeal fees on development plan review applications. Mr. Brennan also summarized the recent feedback from WEDAB on the draft ordinances in advance of the August 21, 2018 Planning Commission meeting. 
4. Adjournment
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The meeting adjourned at 6:42 PM.
