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MEETING OVERVIEW

Meeting Date: Monday, February 9, 2026
Recording: https://northkingstown.granicus.com/player/clip/1548?view_id=3&redirect=true

The North Kingstown Town Council continued its 2026 meeting calendar with a full Agenda at its February 9th meeting.

After a brief Executive Session to discuss a Real Estate Easement/Indemnification Agreement critical to the renovation of the Brown Street Municipal Parking Lot, the Council began its evening Agenda. HistWick started with a presentation as it donated, and the Town Council accepted, an original artwork by Lori Jeremiah depicting a historic home referred to as “The Oaklands.” As described in a brief historical narrative from the Town Historian, the artwork was commissioned by HistWick to be the latest addition to the ‘Wickford Walk’ self-led walking tour; the framed original will be displayed in Town Hall.

The next item under Special Business was a presentation of the Five-Year Strategic Plan of the North Kingstown Free Library by Will Valverde, Library Board of Trustees Chairperson, and Megan Weeden, Library Director. This impressive plan outlined the mission statement, priorities, goals, measurements and actions of the library for the years 2026 – 2031. 

Jim Halley, Chair of the Asset Management Commission, gave a presentation to introduce the Commission’s Capital Improvement Program for FY2027 – FY2031. The report highlighted the process it undertook with the cooperation of the Administration and outlined the order of priority for capital projects to be addressed over the next five years; it also suggested funding sources and recommendations.  After addressing questions and receiving praise from both the Town Council and Town Manager, the Town Council accepted and received the report. It is expected that the report will be addressed in the upcoming Fiscal Year 2027 Budget.

The final item under Special Business was a Joint Meeting with the School Committee as they welcomed Senator Bridgette Valverde, Senator Alana DiMario and Representative Robert Craven as they discussed upcoming legislative priorities. The highlight of the discussion and list of priorities was funding for education and education construction. The discussion also addressed other educational legislation as well as general legislation affecting the Town.

Once Special Business was concluded, the Town Council held a Public Hearing on a transfer of alcoholic beverage and victualling license on a local establishment due to a change of ownership. At the conclusion of the public hearing the Town Council approved the transfer.  This was followed by the Public Comment portion of the agenda where residents are provided with an opportunity to present comments on issues within the agenda as well as any issues that may not be on that evening’s agenda. A somewhat lengthy discussion ensued regarding the Town Council’s role in taking a position on the recent unrest in some of our nation’s cities and its effect on North Kingstown; the Town Council will be conducting research and is expected to continue this discussion at a future Town Council meeting.

The Town Council then proceeded to a very busy Consent Agenda. After approving the minutes from the previous meeting and accepting donations from generous residents contributing to Senior Center programming, scholarships for Summer Camp, and Stone Dust for Ryan Park Trail improvements. The Town Council then approved a Term Sheet with Quonset Development Corporation and the award to Dimeo Construction as the Construction Manager at Risk for the upcoming Public Safety Projects that will include a new Public Safety Complex and Fire Station as approved by voters in November 2024.

Also approved was a Memorandum of Understanding with the Rhode Island Office of Energy Resources to accept an Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant for an HVAC upgrade to the Municipal Office Building, as well as an award for the installation of the Municipal Office Building HVAC upgrade, engineering services for work associated with the closure of the Hamilton Allenton Landfill, and the replacement of the Air Condition Chiller at the Senior Center, structured to address climate and humidity issues the North Kingstown Senior Center encounters.

Next, Evan Simas, a senior at North Kingstown High School, made an impressive presentation to the Town Council asking for authorization to construct, install, and maintain a Community Library Box as his Senior Project. The Town Council expressed admiration for Evan’s project, authorized Evan’s project both the project and the Town Manager to work with Evan, then wished Evan well on future endeavors.

The busy Consent Agenda concluded with the Town Council awarding Concession Contracts for Wilson Park and the Town Beach; accepting grants as a result of the Recreation Department’s efforts to purchase safety equipment for, and swim lessons at, the Town Beach; awarding various licenses; proclaiming May 2nd as the North Kingstown Day of Service; approval of a joint pole location with Rhode Island Energy; and scheduling public hearings on various fee changes associated with construction and the Water Department.

At the conclusion of the Consent Agenda, the Town Manager provided his Manager’s Report with updates on the School Bond Projects, Public Safety Bond Projects, Offshore Wind Farm Project, and Wickford Elementary Residential Project. The report also provided information on the upcoming budget process, Fiscal Year 2025 financial news highlighting the Town’s 9th consecutive balanced budget and surplus, and congressional approval of two highly anticipated earmarks to fund the renovation of the Old Town Meeting House and Broadband & Security Cameras at recreational facilities. The report also recognized various employees and department heads for recent awards and training opportunities.  

The busy agenda then concluded with the Town Council’s approval of a Water Main extension for a local development and their approval of the Town Manager’s recommendation to proceed with a plan for Request for Proposals for the sale and redevelopment of the Oak Hill Road Property, previously referred to as the “Oak Hill Garage.”  

The meeting concluded with Council Person Linnea Drew updating the Town Council on correspondence received since the last meeting.

The next Town Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 23rd in Council Chambers at Town Hall (80 Boston Neck Rd).
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